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BENTLEY CELEBRATES SEWING MACHINE DAY WITH COMBINATION

OF TRADITIONAL SKILLS AND THE LATEST TECHNOLOGY

= Bentley’s sewing team pass traditional skills down through generations
= New Continental GT brings classic embroidery up to date

= ‘Diamond-in-Diamond’ design takes seven hours; 300,000 stitches

= Ac least 2.8 km of thread used in every Continental GT’s interior

= Bespoke embroidery designs take days and hundreds of thousands

of stitches to produce

(Crewe, 13 June 2018) Bentley is celebrating Sewing Machine Day by shining
a light on the people and technology behind its world-class, industry leading

stitching and embroidery.

The 120-strong dedicated sewing team in Crewe, England, are highly
experienced artisans — some having as much as 40 years’ experience to their
credit. As is Bentley tradition, the longer-serving members of the team are

charged with passing on their knowledge and experience to the apprentices.

For Bentley, the humble sewing machine has always played an integral part in
the brand’s near-100-year story. The hand-crafted interiors synonymous with
the luxury British marque have — since 1919 — been created thanks in part to

these machines and, of course, the craftspeople who operate them.

Bringing the story of the sewing machine right up to date is the new British-
designed Bentley Continental GT. The Grand Tourer’s striking ‘Diamond-in-
Diamond’ interior pattern features both stitching and embroidery, and is a

highly intricate, modern take on a classic style.
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The inner diamonds are embroidered using specially-designed, state-of-the-
art machines that balance high speed with faultless quality. Eighteen months
were spent developing the embroidery, individually optimising and
programming the exact alighment of the 712 stitches that make up each
diamond shape - an unrivalled attention to detail. It takes more than seven
hours to produce a complete Diamond-in-Diamond-stitched interior for the

New Continental GT interior and nearly 300,000 individual stitches.

The embroidery process always begins at the bottom of each diamond, for
the best finished appearance. During the stitching process the embroidery
actually causes the leather panel to shrink by 12 per cent — which has to be

accounted for when each panel is cut.

Each interior is crafted from nine Northern European bull hides, stitched
together with 2.8 km of thread. Every leather panel is initialled on the
reverse by the Bentley colleague who made it — a personal hallmark of
qualicy.
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“When | first started in the sewing team each person would be responsible
for producing a Ffull set of panels for a car. Nowadays we each focus on
smaller sections so that it is easier to maintain the highest quality and
precision. Being a trainer is a very important part of my role, it enables me

to share expertise with the new apprentices.” Liz commented.

Zoe Nevitt works closely with Liz, learning from her colleague while also
bringing a fresh perspective to the classical skill. “Before working at Bentley |
had no sewing skills — nearly three years later and | can say that | am an
experienced machinist. Having the support of the team has been extremely
valuable; they have taught me not only the technical skills but also the

importance of knowledge sharing to improve our processes.” said Zoe.

Bespoke Embroidery Bringing Visions to Life

In a specialist area of the sewing department, Bentley produces bespoke
embroidered designs for customers with a unique vision, or to make limited
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Sewing Machine Day

Observed annually on June 13, Sewing Machine Day honours the invention of
the sewing machine. Skilled cabinet-maker and English inventor, Thomas
Saint, received the first patent for the design of a sewing machine -

intended for use with leather and canvas — in 1790.

Lacer, in 1874, William Newton Wilson found Saint’s drawings in the London
Patent Office, made some adjustments and built the first working model.

The London Science Museum currently owns Wilson’s original machine.

For more information on Sewing Machine Day search for

#SewingMachineDay.

- ENDS -

Notes to editors

Bentley Motors is the most sought after luxury car brand in the world. The
company’s headquarters in Crewe is home to all of its operations including design,
R&D, engineering and production of the company’s four model lines, Continental,
Flying Spur, Bentayga and Mulsanne. The combination of fine craftsmanship, using
skills that have been handed down through generations, alongside engineering
expertise and cucting-edge technology is unique to UK luxury car brands such as
Bentley. It is also an example of high-value British manufacturing at its best. Bentley
employs around 4,000 people at Crewe.



